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(57) Claim 


1. A horse drawn sulky comprising: 

a longitudinal frame having a pair of forwardly extending shafts 
adapted for the attachment of said horse positioned therebetween, wherein 
said frame is generally symmetrical about a longitudinal centre line 
thereof; 

and a pair of wheels attached rearwardly of said frame, having 
generally parallel axes of rotation, and being unequally transversely 
spaced from said longitudinal centre line. 
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The following statement is a full description of this invention, 
including the best method of performing it known to me/us 
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This invention relates to horse drawn sulkies, in 
particular ones developed for racing. 

Sulky racing is well known and the sulkies themselves have 
developed over the years so that today they perform quite well. 
However, as with any device, there is always possible room for 
improvement . 

Sulkies of two distinct dimensional proportions have 

gained prominence, the short wide US type and the longer 
fluS / 

narrower/SftWNZ type- By shortening the sulky the driver is 
placed closer to the horse which results in imp i a i Bnnd irr%prove<A 


aerodynamics of the combined horse-driver. This means less drag 
and greater speed. The disadvantage is that the wheelbase has 


• ••• 


•* # to be increased in order to prevent the horse kicking the sulky 


\: wheel while turning and the horse must therefore run further^ 
• the rail and hence a further distance around each curve. 


• 

• • • 


» • • 

• • » 
• • • 

• • • 


Typically the US type sulky will be around 1/2 metre wider than 
anM*/NZ sulky which means the extra distance run is quite 
significant* 


The sulky of the present invention provides improvement 

20.:"!* over the prior art firstly because the sulky can be made smaller 

and lighter with minimum aerodynamic drag compared to the prior 

;\ art sulkies. This is because for any given minimum width a 
• ••• 

sulky according to the present invention can be made shorter 
than the prior art devices. Secondly, the horse drawing a sulky 
in accordance with the present invention maintains the low drag 
of the US type sulkies but only needs to run a shorter distance 
when traversing a circular path* Thirdly, in the case of 
Australian and New Zealand horses this sulky offers a speed 
advantage of a short wid cart without the horse having to be 
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trained to run significantly further out from the rail than he is used to 
doing. 

In one broad form the present Invention provides a horse drawn sulky 
comprising: 

a longitudinal frame having a pair of forwardly extending shafts 
adapted for the attachment of said horse positioned therebetween, wherein 
said frame is generally symmetrical about a longitudinal centre line 
thereof; 

and a pair of wheels attached rearwardly of said frame, having 
generally parallel axes of rotation, and being unequally transversely 
spaced from said longitudinal centre line. 

By way of example only, one preferred form of the present invention 
will now be described with reference to the drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of an embodiment of the invention; and 

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the embodiment shown in Fig. 1. 

The sulky 1 consists basically of a pair of shafts 2 which extend one 
either side of the sulky, longitudinally forwardly in a generally 
symmetrical manner about their centre axis 4. 

The sulky also includes a pair of wheels 3 which rotate about 
respective generally aligned transverse axles. The wheels 3 are 
symmetrical about an axis 5. 

The two axes 4 and 5 are transversely spaced so that the general 
arrangement of the shafts 2 and wheels 3 is a symmetrical. 

The depicted embodiment is developed for anti-clockwise rotation 
about a circular or elliptical race track. Clearly for clockwise rotation 
the protruding wheel 3 will be on the left hand side of the sulky. 

The general construction of the sulky can be in accordance 



with accepted construction principles and designs. For example, 
the sulky will normally include a seat 6 and foot supports 7 for 
location of the driver. 

In some circumstances it might be considered advantageous 
to mount the wheels relative to the sulky in a manner to allow 
adjustment for both clockwise and anti-clockwise tracks. 


The claims defining the Invention are as follows: 
1 A horse drawn sulky comprising: 

a longitudinal frame having a pair of forwardly extending shafts 
adapted for the attachment of said horse positioned therebetween, wherein 
said frame is generally symmetrical about a longitudinal centre line 
thereof; 

and a pair of wheels attached rearwardly of said fame, having 
generally parallel axes of rotation, and being unequally transversely 
spaced from said longitudinal centre line. 

2. A horse drawn sulky as defined in claim 1 wherein the axes of 
rotation of said wheels are normal to said centre line. 

3. A horse drawn sulky as defined in claims 1 or 2. wherein said 
sulky is adapted to selectively position said wheels between a first 
configuration wherein the wheel on a left side of said sulky is 
transversely spaced from said centre line a distance less than the 
transversely spaced distance of the wheel on a right side of sa.d sulky, 
and a second configuration wherein the wheel on the left side is 
transversely spaced from said centre line a distance greater than the 
transversely spaced distance of the wheel on the right sid e. 

4. A l i oroo draun bulky as defined in any n nu i f Jdl m ^J ^nr 1 , 
wherein said axes of rotation of said wheels ar.geM«jaaMtTT^«d, and 
extend under a drivers seat of said sulky^^^ 

said drivers seat bei^jraujtfetrafT predetermined position on said 

frame; , 

aryj^dwrSTTsaid position and a centre point between said wheels ar e 

gu.u^nTallJ"^ a 1on B 1t ii aiiia1 u u dj ^ r **" r 

3U. A horse drawn sulky as hereinbefore described with reference to. 

ar.d as shown In the accompanying drawings. 
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